A child with refractory complex partial seizures, right temporal ganglioglioma, contralateral continuous electrical status epilepticus, and a secondary Landau-Kleffner autistic syndrome.
A 7-year-old, right-handed girl started to have seizures at age 1 year 4 months. She developed normally until age 4 when she had worsening of seizures with auditory verbal agnosia, complete aphasia, and a behavioral disorder fulfilling the diagnostic criteria of autism. Medical therapy failed. MRI revealed a right temporal tumor. Video/EEG monitoring at age 7 showed contralateral electrical status epilepticus in wakefulness and sleep and ipsilateral onset of seizures. Resection (ganglioglioma with excessive inflammation) resulted in seizure freedom and marked reduction of the autistic features. This case is unique for being, to our knowledge, (1) the first in which a lesion located in the right, rather than left, temporal lobe resulted in secondary falsely localizing left temporal lobe electrical status epilepticus with a clinical picture of Landau-Kleffner syndrome and autism, and (2) the fourth reported patient with lesional Landau-Kleffner syndrome to respond to resective surgery.